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This review advances the previous literature regarding how personality traits are related to 
the features of social networks by investigating how dispositional optimism is linked with the 
structure of personal social networks. We evaluated these relations from a socio-psychological 
perspective, suggesting that individual differences shape the structure of social networks 
people participate in as well as from a sociological perspective, arguing that the structural 
configuration of social networks shapes individual differences. A systematic literature review 
search was conducted in six databases (Science Direct, Scopus, Taylor and Francis, Sage 
Journals, Ingenta, and Pro-Quest) for articles published between 2000 and 2022. The results 
indicated that dispositional optimism is a relevant personality trait for structural indicators 
of social networks (i.e., size, contact frequency and social connection). Further, there is also 
some evidence that structural features of social networks predict dispositional optimism. 
Our review advances the previous literature by providing an integrative view on the way 
dispositional optimism is related to structural features of social networks.
Keywords:	 dispositional optimism, social networks, network size, social connection, 

systematic review

Highlights:

•	 Evaluates of the bi-directional relationship between dispositional optimism, 
as a personality trait, and the structure of social networks.
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•	 The relation between dispositional optimism and social network structure 
was analyzed through both psychological and sociological perspectives.

•	 Dispositional optimism is a key personality trait related to various features 
of social networks (i.e., size, contact frequency, and social connection).
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A Concreteness Effect in Morphosyntactic 
Variation: Evidence from the variation  

in the choice of Clausal Complements in Serbian*
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This paper presents findings on the concreteness effect observed in the selection of clausal 
complements in Serbian. While concreteness effects have predominantly been explored in the 
realm of word processing, this study contributes to a limited body of research demonstrating 
its influence on morphosyntax. The present research investigates how the concreteness of the 
subject influences the choice of clausal complement forms in Serbian. Specifically, we find 
that infinitival complements are preferred with abstract subjects, while finite complements 
are more natural with concrete subjects. We suggest an explanation of this phenomenon in 
terms of a sort of concreteness harmony, which could be derived from the previously observed 
contextual sensitivity associated with the concreteness effect. Linguistically, the study 
furnishes evidence for the concreteness of the subject noun phrase as a determinant factor 
affecting the choice between infinitives and finite clausal complements in Serbian.
Keywords: concreteness effect, morphosyntax, syntactic variation, clausal complements

Highlights:

•	 The paper reports on a concreteness effect on the choice of the type of 
clausal complement in Serbian.

•	 While concreteness effects have been extensively documented and studied at 
the level of word processing, this study adds to very few cases where it has 
been shown to influence morphosyntax.

Corresponding author: pedjakovacevic90@gmail.com 
Author note. This research was supported by the Science Fund of the Republic of Serbia, 
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Visualizing, and Theorizing Variation in Shtokavian (Non-)Finite Embedded Clauses - 
ClaCoLaSI.
*	 Please cite as: Arsenijević, B., Kovačević, P. S., & Milićev, T. (2025). A Concreteness 

Effect in Morphosyntactic Variation: Evidence from the variation in the choice of 
Clausal Complements in Serbian. Psihologija, 58(3), 273–291. https://doi.org/10.2298/
PSI240328006A 

https://doi.org/10.2298/PSI240328006A
mailto:pedjakovacevic90@gmail.com
https://doi.org/10.2298/PSI240328006A
https://doi.org/10.2298/PSI240328006A


A CONCRETENESS EFFECT IN MORPHOSYNTACTIC VARIATION274

PSIHOLOGIJA, 2025, Vol. 58(3), 273–291

•	 Based on the results, it is hypothesized that concreteness effects could be 
operative at the level of morphosyntactic forms.

•	 On the purely linguistic side, the study provides evidence for concreteness of 
the subject noun phrase as one of the factors that impact the choice between 
infinitives and finite clausal complements in Serbian.
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Emotion Questionnaire (PTEQ)*
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The Perceptions of Threats from Emotion Questionnaire (PTEQ) assesses beliefs about 
threats related to seven basic emotions and ‘strong emotions in general’ that may contribute 
to understanding psychopathologies based on psychological disorders. The aim of this study 
was to translate and evaluate the psychometric properties of the Turkish version of the four 
subscales of the PTEQ (anxiety, anger, disgust, guilt).  One  hundred fourteen patients with 
clinical obsessive-compulsive disorder (OCD) and one hundred forty individuals from the 
general population (GP) were recruited. Confirmatory factor analyses and internal reliability 
analyses  were conducted, and  the divergent and discriminant validity of the PTEQ was 
examined with the Beck Depression Inventory, Beck Anxiety Inventory, and Obsessive Beliefs 
Questionnaire-Perfectionism/Intolerance of Uncertainty. The findings revealed that the four 
models for the PTEQ subscales showed an acceptable and good fit in the factor analysis and 
had satisfactory internal consistency (all ≥ .70) and test–retest reliability in the clinical OCD 
and GP samples. The 6-item subscale obtained by removing the 7th item from the PTEQ-guilt 
subscale is appropriate for OCD and GP samples in Turkish culture. The results support the 
divergent and discriminant validity of four subscales of the PTEQ in GP and OCD samples. 
The suggested Turkish versions of the four subscales of the PTEQ showed adequate reliability 
and validity, but further investigations are needed in different populations with larger samples.
Keywords: emotion, PTEQ, validation, reliability
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Highlights:

•	 Confirmatory factor analysis of the four models (anxiety, anger, disgust, 
and guilt) of the PTEQ subscales yielded an acceptable and good fit for the 
clinical OCD and the GP samples when the 7th item was removed from the 
PTEQ-guilt subscale.

•	 The four subscales of the PTEQ had adequate internal consistency and test–
retest reliability in the OCD and GP samples.

•	 The PTEQ, a measure of the emotional appraisal of emotional threats, 
may contribute to identifying the needs of individuals in this direction and 
planning studies that may provide the potential for change in clinical OCD 
and GP samples.
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Generalized Anxiety Disorder and Social  
Media Addiction Relationships: The Role of 
Psychological Resilience, Doomscrolling and 

Cyberchondria Severity*

Tuğba Türk Kurtça
Trakya University, Department of Psychological Counseling and Guidance,  

Edirne, Türkiye

The recent increase in social media use has attracted attention towards its interaction 
with mental health. This study examined the relationships between generalized anxiety 
disorder (GAD), social media addiction (SMA), psychological resilience, doomscrolling, 
and cyberchondria severity. A total of 553 adults (76.1% female, M = 23.25, SD = 6.26) 
participated in this research. The Generalized Anxiety Disorder Scale (GAD-7), The Brief 
Resilience Scale (BRS), Doomscrolling Scale (DS), The Short-Form Cyberchondria Severity 
Scale (CSS-12), Bergen Social Media Addiction (BSMA) were used as measurement tools 
in this study. The data were analysed using structural equation modeling. To test the null 
hypothesis regarding the direct and indirect relationships, bootstrapping with 10,000 resamples 
was performed. Findings indicated that GAD was positively associated with SMA while 
psychological resilience, doomscrolling, and cyberchondria partially explained the association 
between GAD and SMA. The bootstrapping procedure showed that both the direct and 
indirect relations between the variables were statistically significant. The findings suggest that 
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doomscrolling, cyberchondria and psychological resilience may serve as mediators between 
GAD and SMA.
Keywords: Generalized anxiety disorder; Social media addiction, Psychological resilience; 

Doomscrolling, Cyberchondria severity

Highlights:

•	 Generalized Anxiety Disorder is linked to Social Media Addiction.
•	 Doomscrolling is linked to Social Media Addiction.
•	 Cyberchondria is linked to Social Media Addiction.
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The Role of Stimuli Valence and Arousal  
in Emotional Word Processing: Evidence  

from the Emotional Stroop Task*

Ekaterina N. Martynova1, & Dmitry Lyusin1,2

1School of Psychology, HSE University, Russia 
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This study estimated how words that differ in valence and arousal influence the size of 
emotional Stroop effect (ESE). For this purpose, we conducted an experiment with the 
emotional Stroop task using five categories of words: neutral, high– and low-arousal negative, 
and high– and low-arousal positive stimuli. The results showed that the size of ESE was 
influenced both by valence and arousal. ESE for negative words was greater than for positive 
words; it was also greater for high-arousal words than low-arousal words. The interaction 
between valence and arousal was also obtained. High-arousal negative stimuli make the 
main contribution to the results. The results are discussed within the context of the automatic 
vigilance and generic slowdown theories.
Keywords:	 emotional Stroop, valence, arousal, word processing

Highlights:

•	 The size of emotional Stroop effect was greater for negative words than 
for positive words, and greater for high-arousal words than for low-arousal 
words.

•	 The influence of valence and arousal on emotional Stroop effect was equally 
significant and they interacted with each other.

•	 The results conform to the predictions of the automatic vigilance hypothesis 
and generic slowdown account of emotional Stroop effect.

Corresponding author: enmartynova@outlook.com
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Program at the National Research University Higher School of Economics (HSE University).
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Adolescence is a time of changes; nevertheless, the mental health of adolescents’ parents 
receives little attention. This study aimed to explore the relationship between parental 
mentalizing, attachment style, parental sense of competence, and stress among mothers of 
adolescents. One hundred eighty-six mothers completed validated questionnaires measuring 
these constructs. We conducted a moderated mediation analysis with maternal attachment 
style as the independent variable. The dimensions of parental sense of competence efficacy 
and satisfaction were chosen as the dependent variables, and stress was the moderator. The 
mediator was the certainty about the mental states (CMS) aspect of parental mentalizing. 
CMS mediated the relationships between dismissing attachment style and both – efficacy 
and satisfaction at low-stress levels. Our results suggest that in the case of the dismissing 
attachment style, besides the attachment style itself, mentalizing and stress levels are also 
important predictors of the parental sense of competence among mothers of adolescents.
Keywords: mentalizing, attachment, parenting, stress, competence
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Highlights:

•	 Lower stress level and higher competence were associated with mentalizing 
certainty.

•	 Parental insecure attachment styles decreased parental satisfaction.
•	 Mentalizing certainty and stress predicted competence for dismissing 

attachment.
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